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WASHINGTON, July 7--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 


Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 


U.S. agricultural exports during May 1983 totaled $2.7 billion, 
down 21 percent from the same month a year earlier. Total agricultural export 
volume in May -- 10.9 million tons -- was more than 3.3 millions tons or 23 
percent below the year-earlier level. Lower wheat, soybean and corn shipments 
-- down a total of 3 million tons from last May -- accounted for most of the 
decline. The corn export price continued to rise in May as it had since the 
beginning of the current fiscal year. Soybean export prices also strengthened 
in May from April levels, but May prices for wheat and soybeans still stood 
below year-earlier levels. 


Total agricultural exports during the first 8 months (October-May) 
of fiscal 1983 were valued at $23.8 billion, down 17 percent from the first 
eight months of fiscal 1982. Total agricultural export volume during the 
first 8 months of fiscal 1983 totaled 101 million tons, down 11 percent froma 
year earlier. Smaller wheat and coarse grain shipments accounted for most of 
the decline. 


U.S. exports of wheat in May fell more than 500,000 tons or 17 per- 
cent in volume from May 1982 to 2.6 million tons, reflecting lower shipments 
to China and other major markets. India led all markets with wheat shipments 
of more than 80,000 tons. The May wheat export unit value of $163 per ton was 
1 percent lower than a year earlier. The total value of wheat exports for May 
was down 18 percent. The wheat export volume for October-May of 24.8 million 
tons was down 18 percent or about 5.4 million tons, while value dropped 23 
percent to $4.0 billion. 


May exports of U.S. corn declined 30 percent in volume compared 
with a year earlier to 3.8 million tons, primarily reflecting the absence of 
shipments to the Soviet Union compared to 1.2 million tons in May 1982. Ex- 
ports to Mexico and East Asia, however, were up significantly. The corn ex- 
port unit value of $132 a ton was up 10 percent from last May's level. The 
total value of corn exports declined 23 percent from the previous May. Corn 
export volume for the first 8 months of fiscal 1983 was down 8 percent from 
the year-earlier level to 33.5 million tons, with value off 14 percent to $3.8 
billion. 


-more- 
LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 


be obtained from FAS Information Services Staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 


Soybean shipments in May declined 35 percent (compared to last 
May) to 1.6 million tons, reflecting a substantial decline in shipments to the 
European Community. Soybean export prices in May -- at $242 a ton -- were 7 
percent lower than a year earlier. Total soybean export value dropped 40 per- 
cent in May compared with a year earlier. Soybean export volume for October- 
May was down 6 percent from the year-earlier level to 18.2 million tons, with 
value down 15 percent to $4.2 billion. 


Export volumes and values were above May a year ago for sorghum, 
feeds and fodders, sunflower seed oil, soybean oil, fresh citrus and tallow, 
among others. Volumes and values were below May a year ago for rice, barley, 
sunflower seeds, soybean meal, noncitrus fruits, poultry and red meats and to- 
bacco, among others. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


The value of U.S. agricultural imports in May 1983 increased 12 
percent over the same month a year ago and totaled $1.5 billion. This in- 
crease brought imports for the first eight months of fiscal 1983 to $11.1 bil- 
lion -- 8 percent above the first eight months of fiscal 1982. 


Import values were up for all major commodity groups in May 1983, 
except Oilseeds and oilseed products. Sugar and tropical product imports of 
$562 million and horticultural product imports of $459 million were up 21 and 
3 percent, respectively. 


Raw sugar and fresh vegetables were among several products re- 
cording sharp value increases during May. Imports of sugar climbed 236 per- 
cent over the same month a year earlier because of an increase in volume and 
Price. The temporary quota system for sugar began in May 1982 and less than 
normal amounts were imported. Increased fresh vegetable imports during May 
1983 were due to shipments of tomatoes from Mexico. Devaluation of the Mexi- 
can peso produced an improved competitive position in the U.S. market. Tomato 
shipments have also continued unusually heavy from Mexico because of the late 
U.S. crop. 


For the October 1982-May 1983 period, imports of horticultural 
products were up 12 percent to $3.2 billion; livestock, up 15 percent to $2.1 
billion; and dairy products, up 15 percent to $432 million. Sugar and tropi- 
cal product imports increased slightly during this period to $4.2 billion. 
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